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This interview begins with Dr. Strahl=s account of his educational and professional background (page 1) and moves 
into an extended treatment of his affiliation with the National Audobon Society (page 1-2), particularly its history 
and current situation on both the Florida and national levels (page 2-3). On page 4, Dr. Strahl relates how he came 
to be involved with the Everglades, and page 5 contains his thoughts on how the environment sicknesses of the 
Everglades came about over time.  
 
On page 6, Dr. Strahl comments on the Army Corps of Engineers, both in the past and their current involvement 
with Everglades Restoration, with specific reference to the elevation of Mike Davis to the Everglades Restoration 
leadership role (page 6-7). He particularly highlights the shift in mentality that allowed the Corps to facilitate the 
Restoration effort (page 7). On page 8, Dr. Strahl shares his reaction to Gale Norton=s appointment as Secretary of 
Interior under President George W. Bush.  He also stresses the importance of having independent watchdog groups 
serving as guardians of the environment (page 9). For example, Dr Strahl gives great credence to Rachel Carson and 
other environmental writers for their pioneering work in the environmental movement (page 10), although he 
concedes that there is still a strong negativity that many American exhibit to so-called Atree-huggers@ (page 10-11) 
 
The majority of the rest of the interview has Dr. Strahl=s perspective on a variety of both institutions and 
individuals involved in Everglades Restoration, including the 1972 Water Resources Act and the economic factors 
working for and against Restoration (page 12), and the South Florida Water Management District, particularly their 
lack of attention to scientific data (page 12-13), their surplus of political authority (page 13), and their financial 
concerns (page 14).  Dr. Strahl also comments on Preservation 2000 (page 14), the 1985 Growth Management Act 
and its effects on the Everglades (page 15), the state wetlands mitigation system (page 16), and the SWIM Act 
(Surface Water Improvement Management Act) (page 17-18).  The South Florida Ecosystem Restoration Task 
Force is discussed on page 17-18, with particular attention to its constituent members.   
 
Individuals commented on include Nathaniel Reed (page 20), Senator Bob Graham (page 23-24), Bruce Babbitt 
(Secretary of Interior under President Bill Clinton) (page 24), Colonel Terry Rice from the Army Corps of 
Engineers (page 25-6), Dick Ring, superintendent of Everglades National Park (page 26), President Clinton himself 
(page 26), and governor of Florida Jeb Bush (page 27-28).   
 
Dr. Strahl also shares his thoughts on water storage and aquifer storage and retrieval, and how the former issue is 
critical to the overall success of the Restoration (19-20).  He comments also on his interaction with other 
environmental groups (20-21), the recent Everglades Coalition meeting on Hutchison Island (21-22), public support 
for the environmental community in Florida generally (28-29) and the agricultural industries and their roles in the 
Restoration effort (30-31), particularly the sugar industry (page 32) and the Amendment 4 issue ( 33).  
 
Other topics touched on by Dr. Strahl include default water standards (page 31), the Environmental Protection 
Agency under Carol Browner and Christie Todd Whitman (page 34), the first priorities that Everglades Restoration 
should target (page 34-35) and other options for water storage in the future (page 35).  He also comments on the 
building of Tamiami Trail (page 36), environmental journalists and their influence on Restoration (page 37), the 
Seminole and Miccosukee Tribes (page 38-39).  He concludes his interview by justifying Audubon=s interest in 
wading birds (page 39), his excitement over new educational awareness/projects that his organization is sponsoring 
(page 40), the promise of eco-tourism (page 40-41), land-management planning (page 41), mercury poisoning (page 
42), and the upcoming Audubon board meeting and legislative agenda (page 42-3). He closes with a comment on 
the collaborative effort needed for long-term success in the Everglades (page 44). 
 
 


